























by WILLIE BELL

T ISN'T EASY to become a cham-
I pion in the boxing ring. The actual
encounters may be short but very
sharp, but if a man isn’t in the
pink of condition when he enters that
ring he is a loser before he starts.

I've found the same to be true in
the spiritual realm. A man who half-
heartedly contends for the faith won’t
get very far. A man who tries to fight
for the right without having Jesus
Christ in his corner and being em-
powered, strengthened and renewed
daily by the Holy Spirit, is pretty
apt to be counted out in an early
round.

Satan is no sissy! He has some
pretty wicked jabs and body punches.
His in-fighting is rugged. He knows
where we are most vulnerable, and
that is where he will attack.

But I have found that if we follow
the instructions of our Trainer Jesus
Christ, and keep an ear open listen-
ing for His orders, it is possible to
deliver a one-two punch that will
floor Satan, regardless of how vicious-
ly he attacks and threatens. We can
be “more than conquerors through
him that loved us” (Romans 8:37).

I fought for twelve years—seven
vears as an amateur and five as a
pro—boxed up and down the state
of California, then in New Zealand,
where 1 fought the heavyweight
champion of that country. f

In 1962 the Lord took a hand in
my life. It started when I met a love-
ly young lady—on a streetcar. She
was in a nurse’s uniform and looked
so picturesque and immaculate that
I thought, “I’d certainly like to have
a beautiful girl like that for my
wife.” 1 struck up a conversation
with her and discovered among other
things that her name was Gloria and
that she . attended the Testimonial
Church of God in Christ in Los An-
geles. One night, shortly thereafter,
she invited me to go to a revival
meeting - with her, and I accepted.
That was when the Lord began to
really. move in my life. During that
revival I accepted Christ as my Sa-
viour and resolved to quit the boxing
profession, although I had a fight
scheduled in Nevada and had to go
through with it. I then joined the
church in which I had been saved

-and married the girl who led me to
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